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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 August 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)G3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 9-14 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H3 Claim(s) 9-14 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 28 January 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's election filed on August 19, 2005. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Species #2, Figure 5, drawn to claims 9-14 in 
the reply filed on August 19, 2005 is acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 9-12 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 9 Line 11, change "for allowing the at least one reinforcing post" to -for 
allowing at least one reinforcing post-. 

• Claim 9 Line 13, change "at least one reinforcing post having" to -the at least 
one reinforcing post having- 

• Claim 9 Line 14, change "having at least one engaging slit" to -having a pair of 
engaging slits-. 

• Claim 9 Line 20, change "the stationary post" to -at least one stationary post-. 

• Claim 9 Line 26, change "at least one second bolt" to -at least one bolt-. 

• Claim 10 Line 2, change "wherein the one end portion of the at least one 
reinforcing post has" to -wherein the pair of reinforcing slits is composed of a-. 

• Claim 1 1 , rewrite it to -The post-removable construction of a door lock device 
according to claim 10, wherein the at least one stationary post is formed on the 
body of the positioning plate-. 

• Claim 12 Line 2, change "wherein each of the reinforcing posts" to -wherein the 
at least one reinforcing post-. 
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Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

• The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 9-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "at least one reinforcing post having two end 
portions with one end portion thereof having at least one engaging slit for engaging 
the engaging edge of the recess of the positioning plate and the engaging edge of 
the recess of the outer seat" in lines 13-17. It is unclear how at least one slit can 
engage both surfaces, the edges of the recess of the positioning plate and the edges 
of the recess of the outer seat. According to the current specification, paragraph 37, 
the reinforcing post 735' have two slits 736' and 739' so one of the slit engage the 
edges of the recess of the positioning plate and the other the edges of the recess of 
the outer seat. Therefore, in order to continue with the examination, the limitation will 
be considered as at least one reinforcing post having two end portions with one end 
portion thereof having a pair of engaging slits for engaging the engaging edge of the 
recess of the positioning plate and the engaging edge of the recess of the outer seat 
respectively. Appropriate correction is required (see claim objections above). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 9 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. Claims 10-14 
would also be allowed because the claims depend from claim 9. 

Reasons For Allowance 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 9 is allowable over the prior art of record, after making the respective 
corrections, because the teachings of the references taken as a whole do not teach 
or render obvious the combination set forth, including that the reinforcing posts has a 
pair of engaging slits that engage the edges of the apertures at the positioning plate 
and the outer seat. 

Fann (US 5,385,374) discloses a construction of a door lock device comprising 
an outer housing (cover) having a body with a through hole and a positioning plate 
(1) having a body with a through hole that is disposed on the outer housing. Fann 
also discloses that device further comprises at least on reinforcing post (1 1 ) and at 
least one stationary post (21 ). 

Kim (US 5,265,924) teaches that it is well known in the art of latches and locks to 
have an outer seat (4) that has at least one recess that receive the reinforcing posts 
(6). 

Wilson (US 3,228,218) and Shen (US 6,893,059) teach that it is well known in 
the art of latches and locks to have the reinforcing posts with slits. 
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However, Fann, as combined by Kim, Wilson and Shen, fails to disclose that the 
reinforcing posts has a pair of engaging slits that engage the edges of the apertures 
at the positioning plate and the outer seat. Wilson and Shen only disclose one slit 
that engages with a positioning plate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number 571-272-7058. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872- 
9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
306-5771. 
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